PROGRESS   OR  RETROGRESSION?
Conflicts of Jurisdiction between Courts;1 and other laws inter-
preting Part V, The Judicature, of the Constitution; the Law
of Associations2 and the Press Law.3
A further heavy burden on the Ministry of Justice has been
the constant necessity of reviewing and of preparing legislative
amendments in accordance with the changing needs of the
country, to the three forms of law in force in Iraq:
 (1)	the^Ottoman Laws in force in Iraq before the British
Military Occupation, in so far as they have not been
amended or repealed by the enactments of the Army
Commander during the Occupation or by the enactments
of the successive Governments after the Occupation;
 (2)	the proclamations, regulations, or laws issued by the
Army Commander, the Civil Commissioner, the High
Commissioner, and the 'Iraqi Government, respectively,
between the 5th November, 1914, and the sist March,
1925;
 (3)	Laws enacted by the 'Iraqi Parliament since the 2ist
March, 1925.*
Such amending legislation has been of necessity slow and
laborious, but it has resulted in the partial redrafting of the
Penal Code, the Civil Procedure Code and other legislation
inherited from previous regimes.
In the work of the Ministry, both in the Courts and in the
supervision of judicial administration and of legislation, the
British officials, never more than six in number from 1926 to
late 1932, have played decisive parts. These officials in their
various positions guaranteed under the Judicial Agreement of
1924, as Adviser to the Minister, as President of the Court of
Appeal and as the four Judges of Courts of First Instance, have
ensured speedy justice to 'Iraqis as well as to foreigners in so far
as has lain within their power. They have also assisted their
colleagues in the interpretation of the provisions of the Con-
1 Compilation, 1929* No. 8 of 1939-	a Ibi<i*» I9^6, p. 3-
B Ibid., 1931, No. 82 of 1931-	* Progress of Iraq, p. 83.
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